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activity of the mind. An essential condition for its regulation
consists in. devising definite courses of action embodying the
religious sentiment. Recognizing the above principle, religion
" has elaborated a scheme of injunctions or commandments offer"
ing adequate rewards and punishments for their fulfilment
and violation. The Vedic injunctions are either obligatory or
prohibitory. From this point of view, karmas are divided
into three kinds : actions that produce evil, actions perform-
ed with a view to attaining desirable objects in this life or
hereafter and expiatory ceremonies. A system of mind-fencing
like the above purges the mind of all its unclean passions and
leads to the attainment of happiness. In its highest reaches,
ritualism is a code of life attuned to the will of God, which is
expressed and enshrined in Sastraic sanctions. Ritualism,
however, does not satisfy the religious yearning and it is no
religion at all. There is an aspect of externality in the whole
process which fails to touch the deeper springs of religious
aspiration. It may appeal to the sentiments of reverence for
authority and love of discipline which are among the essential
features of institutional religion. But it often degenerates
into a dry and rigorous formalism and unmeaning sacerdo-
talism which subordinate inwardness and purity to prestige
and exploitation. It finally lapses into a form of soulless,
spiritual militarism created by fear and sustained by a system
of rewards and punishments ending in utter demoralization.
Ritualism as a religious institution often allies itself with
state-craft and works by expediency. Its definiteness and
discipline form an excellent virtue in its normal functioning $
but when it overreaches the mark as it often does, it is
degraded into fanaticism. Even in its normal activity, the
ffastraic sanction of the Karma kafida may sometimes collide
with the general laws of righteousness. It may enforce duties